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Internati onal Conf erence 
 

ACTI VATI NG THE S OURCES OF ECONOMI C GROWTH 
I N KOS OVO,  14 May 2021, Prishti na 

 
 

BACKGROUND:  
 

Kos ovo i s  a  s mall  devel opi ng country i n Western Bal kans  seeki ng i ts r oute t owar ds 
sustai nabl e devel opment  and catchi ng up wi t h ot her Eur opean countri es.  Currentl y,  Kosovo 
reaches  onl y about  t wo-thi rds  of  t he  average GDP per  capita of  i ts  nei ghbors  and j ust  over 
one-tent h of  t he average Eur opean GDP per  capita.  Thr ough i ts  di ffi cult  past,  it  experi enced 
huge di si nvest ment  and dei ndustri ali zati on duri ng the  90s  and a  l ong status  quo under  t he 
UNMI K ad mi ni strati on (1999-2007)  until  i t  pr ocl ai med i ts  i ndependence  on February 17,  
2008.  
  
Kos ovo i s  ri ch wi t h huma n resources  and has  a young popul ati on ( around 60 % of  t he 
popul ati on bel ow t he  age  of 30).  It  i s  al so ri ch wi t h nat ural  resources  ( coal-li gni te,  l ead,  zi nc, 
ni ckel)  but  i t  faces  seri ous  di ffi culti es  t o transform t hese resources  i nt o l ong t er m and 
sustai nabl e devel opment. Wi t h a  GDP per  capita of  about  3, 650 Eur os,  an une mpl oy ment 
rate of  around 30 %,  around 20 % of  t he  popul ati on under  t he  poverty li ne,  a  current  account 
defi cit  of  around 8 % of  GDP ( mai nl y dri ven by a  huge  trade  defi cit),  budget  revenues 
reachi ng around 30 % of  GDP and i nvest ment  about  29 %,  Kosovo i s  still  t o enter  i nt o t he 
phase of  l oge t er m sustai nabl e gr owt h t o address  t he urgent  needs  of  i ts  citi zens. The 
economi c gr owt h duri ng the l ast  decade  has  been onl y around 4 %.   An annual  growt h rate 
of  7 % i s  requi red t o create space f or  a meli orating current  macr oeconomi c  i mbal ances, 
eradi cate poverty and reduce  une mpl oy ment.  Thi s  situati on puts  poli cy makers  and ot her  key 
act ors at the Kosovar society under heavy pressure.  
  
The  evi dence of  t he  experi ences  of  ot her  developi ng countri es  and especi all y f or mer 
devel opi ng economi es  has  shown t hat  good governance  and good poli ci es  coul d create an 
envi ronment i n whi ch hi gher growt h and sustai nable devel opment coul d take pl ace.  
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OBJ ECTI VES:  
  

(1)   To expl ore and present  ne w knowl edge and advanced experi ences  i n acti vati ng 
sources  of  economi c gr owt h i n an open underdevel oped market  economy – wi t h 
speci al reference to Kos ovo;  
(2)   To pr omot e research acti viti es  i n Kosovo rel ated t o economi c and soci al 
devel opment;  
(3)   To strengt hen rel ati onshi ps  and part nershi ps  wi t h acade mi c ci rcles  and 
devel opmental  experts  throughout  Eur ope,  t he US and beyond,  and wi t h 
i nternati onal organi zati ons.  

  
The overall  t he me of  the conf erence i s around Industrial  Polici es.  Whil e ot her  key 
topi cs of the conf erence i ncl ude:  
  

(1)   Devel opment and Instituti ons  
(2)   Hu man Capital, Intellect ual Capital and Soci al Capi tal  
(3)   Nat ural Resources: a Curse or a Bl essi ng  
(4)   Absor pti ve Capaciti es for Invest ment and Job Creati on   
(5)   EU Integrati on and Regi onal Economi c Cooperati on 
(6)   Infrastruct ure and Utilities  
(7)   Agri culture and Rural Devel opment  
(8)   Hi gh- Val ue Added Servi ces 
(9) Access and Cost of Finance 

 
FORMAT:  
  
The  Conference wi ll  be  organi zed i n pl enary sessions  and wor kshops  where contri buti ons 
wi ll  be  presented and di scussed.  The  f or mat  of  t he  wor kshops  wi ll  be  based on t he  nu mber 
of papers accepted for the conference and t he topi cs covered.  
  
PAPERS:  
  
Papers  shoul d f oll ow t he acade mi c f or mat  and there wi ll  be  per  revi ew by  a  speci al 
Conference Co mmi ttee.  Poli cy-ori ented papers  will  al so be  accepted,  but t hey  wi ll  not 
exceed 20 % of total papers to be presented at the conf erence.  

  
 Requi re ments for Abstract Submi ssi on 

  

-          Struct ure of the Abstract 

-          Titl e of the Arti cl e 

-          Full first na me of the aut hor and t he fa mil y name  

-          Aut hor’ s worki ng pl ace 

-          Abstract of the arti cl e ( maxi mu m 1 page l ong)  

-          Key wor ds 

-          The  page margi ns  – 2 c m overall,  Ti mes  Ne w Ro man,  12pt  f or  t he t ext, 
si ngl e space bet ween t he lines.  
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 Requi re ments for the Fi nal Paper: Struct ure of the Fi nal Paper:  

  

-          Titl e of the arti cl e 

-          Full first na me of the aut hor and t he fa mil y name  

-          Aut hor’ s worki ng pl ace 

-          Abstract of the arti cl e ( maxi mu m 1 page l ong)  

-          Key wor ds 

-          Introducti on,  i ndi cating t he  articl e’ s sci entific pr obl e m,  novelty,  ai m, 
tasks, obj ect, research met hods 

-          Text of the arti cl e 

-          Concl usi ons 

-          List of References (no l ess 25 of si gni fi cant scientifi c works) 

-          The  page margi ns  – 2 c m overall,  Ti mes  Ne w Ro man,  12pt  f or  t he t ext, 
si ngl e space bet ween t he lines.  

-          The fi nal paper should be 8-10 pages l ong 
  
 
 
Conference date: 14 May 2021 
Venue: Pri shti na, Kosovo 
Contact: rii nvest @rii nvesti nstitute. org  
vl era. mati @rii nvesti nstitute. org 
 
 
 
I MPORTANT DATES 
 

- 15 March 2021: Submi ssion of abstracts 

- 20 April 2021: Submi ssi on of papers  

- 7 May 2021: Publi cati on of the conference agenda  
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